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THE PRICE OF SUCCESS – Matt.13: 44-46 
 
Introduction: 
Success is dreams and desires come true – Mk.11: 24. What is your dream/desire? 
Success has no friend or foe. It has a price tag for anyone who can afford it. It is expensive and not cheap 
either e.g. Elisha & Elijah & The Merchant – Matt.13: 44-46. 
It is more than earthly gains of money and material gains (Ps.62: 10; 1Cor.15: 19; Mk.8: 36; 3Jn.2). 
Earthly success is visible and temporary; making heaven may be presently invisible but it is the true, 
ultimate and permanent success – Lk.10: 17-20; 2Cor.4: 18 e.g. Abraham (Heb.11: 8-10). 
 
Biblical Examples: 

1. Joseph in Egypt – Gen.38; 39; 40 & 41: 14-46; 42: 1-25; 50: 15-21. 
2. Samuel in Shiloh – 1Sam.3: 1-21. 
3. David before Goliath – 1Sam.17: 1-58. 
4. Elisha & Elijah – 2Kg.2: 1-15. 
5. Esther in Persia – Esth.2: 1-20. 
6. Daniel in Babylon – Dan.1: 1-21; 5: 12. 
7. The Lord Jesus Christ – Jn.19: 30. 
8. Apostle Paul – 2Tim.4: 7. 

 
The Price of success includes the following: 

1. Dreams, Desires, Dissatisfactions, Visions, Thoughts & Imaginations: Prov.29: 18; Jer.29:13; 
Matt.5: 6; Mk.11: 24. (We build our future, thought by thought. Imagination is the creative 
power of the soul; the workshop of the human mind where new ideas are generated and old 
ideas are re-assembled into new possibilities and uses). 

2. Early Start: Start early. Early beginners always have an edge over others – Ps.63: 1; Mk.1: 35; 
Eccle.12: 1; Jn.9: 4; 2Cor.6: 2b. 

3. Focus & Concentration: Deal with every noise and distraction around you and make the best 
use of the power of concentration. Well focused people over time become specialists and not 
Jacks of all trades – Ps.27: 4; Isa.50: 7; Matt.6: 22; Lk.10: 42; Phil.3: 13. 

4. Study & Training: Acquire relevant skills and trainings – Eccle.10: 10; 2Tim.2: 15 e.g. computing, 
driving and public speaking. Study the Bible – Josh.1: 8; Ps.119: 105. Make good use of the 
internet, listen to news and read widely too; readers are leaders. 

5. Effectual, Fervent Prayers: Be prayerful. Pray and be prayed with/for. Fast too – Prov.3: 5-6; 
Jn.15: 5; Lk.18: 1; 1Thess.5: 17; Jam.5: 16b. 

6. Vigilance, Watchfulness & Sensitivity: There are opportunities all around, only vigilant, watchful 
and sensitive people see them – Ps.62: 11; Matt.24: 42; e.g. impotent man in Jn.5. 

7. Commitment, Dedication & Devotion: Give it all it requires. Be ready to spend and be spent to 
succeed. Spend time, energy, money, etc. – Matt.16: 24-25; Acts 21: 10-13; Phil.3: 7-14. 

8. Discipline & Determination: The difference between excellence and mediocrity is discipline. 
Success requires great discipline and determination – Prov.30: 24-28; 31: 10-30; Isa.14: 27; 
Dan.1: 8.  

9. Faith: Believe God for the impossible and dare great things. Believe in yourself also. Take risks; 
Faith is taking risks – Matt.19: 26; Mk.9: 23; Heb.11: 1, 6 e.g. Queen Esther. 

10. Initiative, Innovation, Creativity, Discretion and Pioneering Spirit: Always use your initiative 
and discretion. Be creative, innovative and ingenuous. Overcome your inertia and flock 
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mentality. Have a pioneering spirit; if nobody has done it before, you can be the first and be in 
front – Gen.1: 1-3; e.g. friends of man sick of palsy – Mk.2: 1-12. 

11. Hard Work, Industry & Diligence: Men of faith are always men of action – Jam.2: 17-20, 26. 
Take action and exert yourself always. Work hard and be diligent – Prov.6: 4-11; 12: 24; 13: 4; 
22: 29. The dreamer must also be a doer or else partner and cooperate with a doer who can 
translate his dreams to work. 

12. Failure & Criticism: Adversities and temporary defeats are usually blessings in disguise. See 
failure as temporary defeats. Don’t let failure and criticisms break your confidence but use them 
positively and profitably. Better try and fail than never try at all – Prov.24: 16; Mic.7: 8. Many 
would criticize and attack men of vision especially when they fail because they don’t understand 
them 

13. Steadfastness, Constancy & Consistency: Don’t always expect immediate breakthroughs or 
results. Be ready to do the same thing repeatedly, over and over again sometimes, for a long 
time before getting results. Even when it is boring, be consistent in your efforts and don’t beat 
about the bush. Practice makes perfect. A Carpenter drives in the nail by hitting the same spot – 
Matt.7: 7-11; Lk.18: 1-8. 

14. Management & Leadership: Manage time, money, men, machines, materials well. Be a good 
leader too. Leadership is all about service and influence. It is serving others by being in the front 
as a role-model providing headship, planning, organization, guidance, coordination, control and 
direction – Exod.18: 20-22; Acts 6: 3; 1Tim.5: 17. 

15. Humility, Self-denial, Selflessness & Sacrifice: Humble yourself. You may have to temporarily go 
down first in order to come up better later. There are always things to give up. Give up what you 
don’t need in order to get what you need. Go beyond call of duty; Do more than is required or 
you’re paid for – Prov.16: 18-19; Matt.16: 24; Matt.23: 11-12; Phil.2: 5-11; Jam.4: 6. 

16. Patient Waiting: It takes time to be successful. So, be patient. Neither babies nor seeds grow 
overnight. Rome was not built in a day. It takes time to get results but it’s not easy to wait – 
Ps.27: 14; Isa.40: 30-31. The rule usually is - the bigger your vision/project, the longer the wait. 

17. Loneliness (Physical & Psychological): You cannot soar like an eagle if flock around with turkeys 
so, mind your company – Exod.23: 2a; Amos.3: 3; 1Cor.15: 33.The road to success is very lonely. 
The dreamer is usually lonely because others don’t see what he sees – Gen.2: 18; 32: 24; 
Exod.24: 2; Num.11: 14; Deut.1: 12; 1Sam.21: 1; Eccle.4: 9-10; Matt.26: 36-46. 

18. Passion, Enthusiasm, Self-confidence & Encouragement: Be positive and passionate about your 
vision and always encourage yourself in order to be confident. See stumbling blocks as stepping 
stones; failure as temporary defeats – Ps.69: 9; Jn.2: 13-17; 1Sam.30: 1-6. 

19. Boldness, Courage & Strength: There is a measure of fear in all of us. Courage is your ability to 
subdue and control your fears. Subdue and overcome your fears and be brave by volunteering 
to shoulder great burdens and responsibilities – Josh.1: 1-9; 2Tim.1: 7. 

20. Endurance & Perseverance: Distance, time and pressure always prove champions. Be prepared 
to go the extra mile and withstand great pressure – 2Tim.2: 3; 4: 5. Don’t give up easily. Winners 
don’t quit and Quitters don’t win.  


